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Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

(34th. Ordinary Sunday)
Cycle B - November 21, 2021

OPENING PRAYER
Leader: The Lord reigns, clothed in majesty.

All: Praise You, O Christ! King of eternal glory.

Leader: The throne of the Lord is firm and his power is eternal.

All: Praise You, O Christ! King of eternal glory.

Leader: Let us invoke the presence of the Holy Spirit:

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in
them the fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and they shall
be created. And you shall renew the face of the earth.
Oh God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, did instruct the
hearts of the faithful, grant that by the same Holy Spirit we may
be truly wise and ever enjoy his consolations, through Christ,
our Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING [ Daniel 12 (1-3) ]

As the visions during the night continued, I saw one like a Son of man coming, on the clouds of
heaven; when he reached the Ancient One and was presented before him, the one like a Son of
man received dominion, glory, and kingship; all peoples, nations, and languages serve him.
His dominion is an everlasting dominion that shall not be taken away, his kingship shall not be
destroyed.

The book of Daniel was written during the persecution of Antiochus
Epiphanes and the insurrection of the Maccabees. Let us also remember
that the intention of its author is to raise the hope and maintain the faith
of a people who fight against the tyrant. That is why he interprets past
and present events in light of God's coming reign: great empires crumble
and powerful ones appear before God's throne to be judged, and God
establishes his kingship over all peoples. In the Old Testament the use of
apocalyptic language points to what the Israelites considered the fullness
of time, an event that would occur when the expected Messiah arrived.

The political powers are presented in the author's vision in the form of
four beasts that rise from the abyss of the seas. All of them are judged
and condemned by the Elder who is seated on a throne and, immediately
afterwards, annihilated. Then appears coming on the clouds, something
like the figure of a man (or "son of man"), who receives from the Elder
power and honor, the kingdom over all nations.

The expression "Son of Man" is later understood as a title of the promised
Messiah. We will see how Jesus interprets the symbol in this sense and
calls himself the "Son of Man" who is seated at the right hand of God and is to come on the clouds of heaven.

(1) Read Matthew 26 (63-64) Comment
(2) Read Acts 7 (54-56) Comment
(3) What attitude should a Christian assume who observes that “the bad are doing well” or that the powerful, especially
when they are unjust, seem invincible?



SECOND READING [ Revelation 1 (5-8) ]

Jesus Christ is the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead and ruler of the kings of the
earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, who has made us into a
kingdom, priests for his God and Father, to him be glory and power forever and ever. Amen.
Behold, he is coming amid the clouds, and every eye will see him, those who pierced him. All
the peoples of the earth will lament him. Yes. Amen.
"I am the Alpha and the Omega, " says the Lord God, "the one who is and who was and who is to
come, the almighty."

Biblical images often refer to the end times. The vocabulary used is characterized by the
adjective "apocalyptic". This is due to the use of special figures. Unfortunately, the use
of such a word is usually wrongly applied to situations of disasters, tragedies or
destruction.

However, the term apocalyptic comes to indicate another situation. The book of
Revelation does not speak of destruction. Rather, it speaks of the culmination of the
history of salvation with the definitive triumph of the Paschal Lamb. And it is also
narrated how the triumph of the believers who will wash their clothes in the blood of the
Lamb will be.

In today's times, when the Church proclaims the Gospel and builds the kingdom of God,
justice and wisdom must be present in the testimony of believers. In this way we will not
only be preparing for the encounter with the Lord, but also helping many to decide for
true salvation and freedom… which come to us from God.

GOSPEL [ John 18 (33-37) ]

Pilate said to Jesus, "Are you the King of the Jews?"
Jesus answered, "Do you say this on your own or have others told you about
me?"
Pilate answered, "I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief
priests handed you over to me. What have you done?"
Jesus answered, "My kingdom does not belong to this world. If my
kingdom did belong to this world, my attendants would be fighting to keep
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not
here."
So Pilate said to him, "Then you are a king?"
Jesus answered, "You say I am a king. For this I was born and for this I
came into the world,
to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice."

In the gospel that we hear today it would be a mistake to understand Jesus' words like this: “my kingdom is not of
this world and, therefore, I am not interested in the social and political problems of this world; I am content to give
a spiritual salvation, individually, to believing souls.”

When Jesus says that his kingship does not come from this world, the only thing he emphasizes is that his authority
is owed only to the Father who sent him. In this he does not resemble the other authorities who have imposed
themselves, either by force or by winning the suffrage of his compatriots.

Jesus Christ is the only King-Martyr, who gave his life for his subjects, the one who leaves 99 sheep in the fold to go
find the one that has been lost, the only king capable of responding with a gesture of love to a slap instead of
declaring war and that he prefers to forgive rather than convince his subjects about the obligation of retaliation "so
that they respect us." He is the only king who dares to wash the feet of his subjects and that despite our past, he
still thinks that we are good to work in his service. We have a totally different king, and therefore, the followers of
him are also called to be different. The values that the world offers us are not those of the kingdom of Christ and
should not interest us as much as it sometimes seems that they interest us ... Let us be different, like our king!



(1) Let's read the text again, but paying special attention to the words of Pilate.
(2) Can we notice a desire on the part of Pilate to know Jesus Christ better?
(3) What kind of knowledge did Pilate want to have?
(4) What draws our attention about Christ? What do we want to know about him?
(5) Three times Jesus repeats that his kingdom "is not of this world" inviting us, thus, to pass to another reality. Once
again He puzzles us, proposing another world, another kingdom, another power. What kind of kingdom are we waiting
for?
(6) The final phrase of the passage is great: "Listen to my voice.” I who am absorbed in thousands of tasks,
commitments, meetings, where do I turn my ears? Who do I serve? Who do I think of? Every morning I receive new life,
but in reality, from whom do I let myself revive?
(7) As a king, what do you think are the demands of Christ to the people of his kingdom?

CLOSING PRAYER

Leader: Lord of the day and night, of the beginning and of the end: At the closing of this meeting, once again we lift
up our hearts to You, divine source of all life.

All: We thank you for the gifts you have bestowed on us. We thank you for the love expressed in
companionship and understanding, mutual respect and shared ideas. We give you thanks for your holy power
that will help us in our concerns that we have shared. For these and all the gifts that come from You, we give
you thanks.
Leader: Lord hear our prayers (attendees can propose their own needs of prayer)

All: In the same way in which we have being blessed by your presence as we meet, we ask now to bless
our safe return to our homes. May your holy blessing be over us + in the name of the Father …
Leader: May the King of the eternal glory gather us together in His heavenly banquet. Amen.
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